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MAP TO A LOST CITY

ILLUSTRATIONS

WHAT NEXT?

Noah’s map and what it

Artwork by F. Moore.

On the trail of the pyramid

means for researchers
today.

builders.

MAP TO A LOS T CIT Y
I’m sure you remember the scene in the Samoan
Pyramid where Noah - the old surfer dude - shows me a
hand-drawn map and points me in the direction of the
pyramid. At the time I wasn’t certain if Noah was telling
me the truth or if he was simply spinning a wild yarn. It
turns out I needn’t have worried.

I found this map in an old copy of the Journal of the
Polynesian Society, recorded during an expedition to
Savai’i in 1976 - that’s the same year that Noah told me
he got his copy of the map. I’m convinced the two maps
came from the same source - the curmudgeonly old
archaeologist Noah told me about in the bar.

The map shows the remains of an abandoned city,
bounded by two rivers, somewhere in the south eastern
corner of Savai’i. When we look for Pulemelei - the
Samoan Pyramid - we see it in the top/left corner of the
map, that big dark block near the top of the map. But this
old 1976 map, as wonderful as it is, doesn’t tell us the full
story.
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The old map becomes even more interesting when you
consider it in context. When you overlay the map of the
city onto Google Earth you can begin to get a sense for
just how massive the ancient city was. It is many orders
of magnitude larger than any town that exists on the
island today.

News coming out from Samoa these past few months
conﬁrms the existence of the ancient city. And what’s
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more, the city is even bigger than we ever imagined.

For the ﬁrst time, archaeologists in Savai’i have been able
to use LIDAR technology to map the ancient site. LIDAR
works in much the same way as Radar, but uses light
from a laser, instead of sound waves. This has allowed
the scientists to ‘see’ parts of the ancient city that were
previously inaccessible to them.

The results are remarkable. Old roads, ancient
starmounds and whole abandoned villages, lost in the
jungles of Savai’i.

But the research raises some troubling questions. The
overwhelming scale of the ancient city suggests a once
thriving population and yet their story is completely
missing from the Samoan myths and from the accepted
history of the region. We have to ask - Who built this
city? Who lived here? What on earth happened to them?
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ILLUS TR ATIONS

I asked the artist F. Moore to create some illustrations to
go along with the book. She selected three scenes that she
wanted to re-create; The natural cathedral, the ancient city
in its hey day and a plan view of Pulemelei.
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WHAT N E X T ?

ON THE TRAIL
OF THE PYRAMID
BUILDERS

The Samoan Pyramid was only the beginning of the story. There
is so much more to tell you.
For the past five years I have been exploring the south Pacific,
following clue after cryptic clue and delving deep into the
ancient myths, on the trail of the pyramid builders.
In book two I’ll tell you all about the adventure. In the mean
time keep an eye out for an email inviting you to join my free
video course about the ancient Pacific.
If you have any questions, thoughts or feedback please don’t
hesitate to contact me at maya@mayalynch.com. I try to answer
every message I receive.
The adventure continues...

PAGE

10

T h e v i e w f ro m t h e t o p o f P u l e m e l e i - 2 012

